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Government service, while the tenant, as a result of
our legislative enactments, possesses an increased
share of the profits of agriculture. The landless or
labouring classes are fewer relatively than they are
in Britain, and the wages of skilled in a large, and
of unskilled labour in a fair, measure, have ad-
vanced in a greater ratio than the simultaneous
rise in the price of food. Labourers in years of
ordinarily good harvests are not hard pressed; but
when prices rise they undoubtedly suffer, and but
for the system of famine prevention described in
Chapter IV., would succumb in large numbers, as
they did in the good old times before the advent
of the British administration, which is as fertile in
benefits to the peoples of India as it is unwisely
patient of misrepresentation at the hands of sedi-
tious agitators, who delude the ignorant masses of
the people.

Such are some, and only a few, of the salient
features of the prodigious improvement effected in
the condition of the Indian peoples in the short
period of half a century, and surely it is a classic
instance of the irony of history that a few de-
nationalised agitators can instil into the minds of
our people, ever easily misled and prone to harslt
criticism of their own servants in foreign lands,
doubts as to the benevolent intentions and trium-
phant achievements of their fellow-countrymen in
India.